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of such a piece of devilish legislation as these two Bills, and I
would not hesitate to invite those who think with me to join
me in the struggle. It is possible that you will not see eye to eye
with me in the position I wish to take up. But I know that you
would not like me to stifle what may be to me the voice of con-
science. Naturally I would like to secure the approbation of the
very few friends whose advice I value. If, therefore, you have the
time, I would like you to drop me a line telling me what you think
about my contemplated step. I want to give this assurance that
I shall do nothing in haste and I shall do nothing without giving
a previous confidential warning couched in as gentle language
as I can command*

I hope you will keep sound health during the very critical
times that are ahead of us*

From a photostat: S.N, 6433

103.   FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO PRAGJI DESAP

[BOMBAY,
February 9, 1919]

... In putting a thing firmly one seems harsh sometimes,
on a superficial view. In truth, however, the purest kindness con-
sists in such firmness. A doctor operating upon a patient with
trembling hands will have, ultimately, inflicted more pain on
him; the one who makes a clean job of the work may seem at
first to cause pain but in the end his action will have brought
relief.

The Rowlatt Bills have agitated me very much. It seems I
shall have to fight the greatest battle of my life. I have been
discussing things, I shall be able to come to a decision in two or
three days. The work in which you are engaged is also, as you
say, a kind of fight, I have not the least doubt that upright
business is an effort well worth making. It requires a full mea-
sure of truthfulness, fortitude, firmness, patient endurance, capa-
city to forgive, compassion and contentment* Any business man
who displays these virtues is bound to rise to the top.

From a copy of the Gujarati: S,R 6427

* Pragji Khandubhai Desai, a satyagrahi in the South African campaign;
often contributed to Indian Opinion in Gujarati